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Pears to take centre stage

By Lisa Anderson

The humble pear, which has
long been the mainstay of the fruit-
growing industry in the Goulburn
Valley, will finally be recognised
as the star attraction at Goulburn
Valley’s inaugural Pear Fest on
Saturday, April 11 at Shepparton
Showgrounds.

Goulburn Valley Women in Hor-
ticulture (GV WinHort) together
with Fruit Growers Victoria came
up with the idea of promoting the
pear’s versatility and variety last
year.

Pear Fest committee chair Rien
Silverstein said while apples, cher-
ries and peaches had all been
celebrated, until now the pear had
never had its share of the limelight.

Mrs Silverstein said the aim was
to involve the whole community in
Pear Fest.

Greater Shepparton residents
will have the opportunity to ex-
perience the taste of pears at
various restaurants participating
in the pear menu competition,
admire pear-themed window
displays, and take part in the bake-
off.

“An art competition for junior
schools on the theme of pear
orchards in the Goulburn Valley is
a creative alternative to traditional
Easter themes for children from a
multicultural background,” Mrs
Silverstein said.

The Pear Shaped Art Exhibition
by contemporary artists group
Splinters will be on display at
Shepparton’s Eastbank Centre
from April 4 to May 10.

Orchard bus tours leaving from
FGV in Rumbalara Rd, Mooroopna
on Wednesday, April 4 and Wed-
nesday, April 8 will give the public
an opportunity to see pear produc-
tion and packing sheds, with a
barbecue lunch included.

A pear bake-off for professional
or home bakers in four categories
(muffins, pies, flans and cakes) will
be judged by Goulburn Ovens
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Peartinent facts:

In 2008, 113 308 tonnes of
pears were grown in Victoria,
roughly 85 per cent of Australian
production, and the majority of this
was grown in the Goulburn Valley.

The Goulburn Valley orchard
census for 2007 numbered
1643 617 pear trees covering
3560 ha.

Pears make up 19.2 per cent of
fruit grown in the Goulburn Valley.

There are 28 different varieties
of pears grown in the Goulburn
Valley.

WBC Williams pears is the most
popular variety and, together with
Packham pears, these account for
more than 80 per cent of all pears
grown.

Forty per cent of all fresh fruit
processed by SPC Ardmona at
Shepparton/Mooroopna is pears.

Institute of TAFE at the Pear Fest,
while celebrity chef Janelle Bloom
from television show Ready
Steady Cook will demonstrate how
to cook delectable pear dishes at
11.30 am and 1.30 pm.

Shepparton Rotary Club will
hold a sausage sizzle, and Lutfiye’s
Shish Kebab will provide lunch on
the day.

Notre Dame College Year 9
students and novelty character
Packy the Pear will help with
children’s activities, while Word
and Mouth is organising music, art
and entertainment.

Goulburn Valley Pear Fest is on
Saturday, April 11 in Shepparton
Showgrounds’ McIntosh Pavilion,
and a gold coin donation at the
entry will go towards the Red
Cross bushfire appeal.

For more information phone
Rien Silverstein on 5829 2307 or
Kath Boast on 5825 3700.

Pear promo ...
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Rien Silverstem says it’s time for pears to shine.
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Attaches to your existing mattress
like a fitted sheet — no more blankets
falling off the bed!!

Permanently attached top sheet

or a doona for extra warmth.

¢ Quilted base cover for extra soft
comfort.

¢ Choice of colours available.

ROYAL BLUE DARK GREEN BEIGE MAROON $99 95

Cl.
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Corner Doyles & New Dookie Rds, Shepparton. ds
Ph: (03) 5821 3977 - Fax: (03) 5831 8588 (& fesgpet 77

includes an opening to insert blankets

$49 95
GRAHAM THOMSON MOTORS

POLY IRRIGATION
SPECIALISTS

outlets
°* Flow m

¢ Poly pipe lines all sizes up to
1000mm diameter

* Pipe bay outlets

* Pipe and riser systems, manual or
automated

e Water tight, rubber flap, poly bay

eter connections

* Re-use systems
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¢ Butt Welded Segmented Bends
* Pontoons

* HDPE pipe welding all sizes and
classes

* Pump site design, fabricate and
install

* In house and on site fabrication
* Free consultation
* Poly sheet sales and fabrication
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Graham Webb: 0428 562 233
Michael Bicknell: 0427 504 154
Ph: (03) 5456 2233 Fax: (03) 5456 4715
6387 Murray Valley Highway, Cohuna




